Walsh Bay Arts Precinct
PROJECT UPDATE – DECEMBER 2021

We are excited to share that major construction works are complete at Pier
2/3. Fit-out works and commissioning will continue into early 2022.
We now welcome some of the nation’s foremost
performing arts companies to the revitalised heritage
space and premier arts and culture hub - the Australian
Chamber Orchestra, Australian Theatre for Young
People and Bell Shakespeare, join Sydney Theatre
Company, Sydney Dance Company, Bangarra Dance
Theatre, Sydney Philharmonia Choirs, Gondwana Choirs
and The Song Company.
After two years of construction, Richard Crookes
Constructions has transformed Pier 2/3 from an
empty wool store to a premium 21st century space for
theatre and music. The works have included extensive
structural strengthening of the wharf, state-of-the-art
acoustic solutions and bespoke fit out, tailored to the
needs of each resident company.
The heritage value has been carefully protected with
substantial remedial works undertaken to repair the
heritage structures. Richard Crookes Constructions
worked with consultants to identify existing items to
retain, refurbish and reuse including over 230 heritage
light fittings throughout the pier and recycled hardwood
floorboards into joinery units.

For more information:
infrastructure.nsw.gov.au/walshbay
walshbayartsprecinct@create.nsw.gov.au
1800 717 648

The rejuvenation of Pier 2/3 establishes Walsh Bay
Arts Precinct as a significant new arts destination.
Wharf 4/5, home to Sydney Theatre Company, Sydney
Dance Company, Bangarra Dance Theatre, Sydney
Philharmonia Choirs, Gondwana Choirs and The Song
Company, was completed in December 2020.
Infrastructure NSW and Richard Crookes Constructions
would like to thank the local community for their
support and cooperation throughout this project.

What’s new?
The redevelopment of Pier 2/3 provides the resident
arts companies with rejuvenated, purpose-built
rehearsal and performance spaces, and new amenities
to enhance the visitor experience, including:
» 7 new theatres, studios and rehearsal spaces
» World-class acoustic solutions
» Sustainable technologies
» Improved back of house facilities
» Improved accessibility with a series of stairs and lifts
» Balconies designed as a contemporary interpretation
of the original gantries

Did you know?
» Around 280 kilometres of electrical cabling has
been installed in Pier 2/3, which is equivalent to
the distance between Sydney and Canberra!
» The pier has had a face-lift with 18,000 litres
of new paint.
» Nearly 1,000 tonnes of steel have been
installed to provide strength and structure.
» Retractable seating banks have been installed
in the Australian Chamber Orchestra and Bell
Shakespeare performance spaces to allow for
multiple seating configurations for flexibility
in performances.
» Nearly 300 state-of the-art solar panels have
been installed on the roof.
Main entry to Pier 2/3

What’s happening next?
For safety and security reasons, the aprons will remain
closed over the Christmas period and reopen in early
2022. Fit-out works will continue into early 2022.

Staircases inside Pier 2/3

FAQS
When will performances commence at Pier 2/3?
How do I book?
The resident arts companies have announced
performances at Pier 2/3 as part of their annual
seasons for 2022. Please check their websites for
performance dates and bookings:
aco.com.au
atyp.com.au
bellshakespeare.com.au
Will there be any cafes or restaurants at Pier 2/3?
Pier 2/3 houses an event space which will be used for
functions and events, including Biennale of Sydney
from March to June 2022.

For more information:
infrastructure.nsw.gov.au/walshbay
walshbayartsprecinct@create.nsw.gov.au
1800 717 648

On Wharf 4/5 Mr Jones café is operating within
Sydney Dance Company and Sydney Theatre Company
operates The Theatre Bar at the End of the Wharf.
Who do I go to with an enquiry or complaint?
Create NSW has appointed a Precinct Manager to
facilitate the operations of the arts precinct. They can be
contacted at walshbayartsprecinct@create.nsw.gov.au.
To receive further updates about Walsh Bay Arts Precinct
please email walshbayartsprecinct@create.nsw.gov.au
with E-News Sign Up in the email subject line.

