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POWERHOUSE PARRAMATTA
GUIDE TO THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
STATEMENT

PROJECT  
OVERVIEW
A world-class contemporary 
museum in the heart of  
Western Sydney 
Powerhouse Parramatta will establish 
a benchmark for museums through 
the creation of an institution that 
is innately flexible. It will become a 
national and international destination 
renowned for its distinctive programs 
driven by original research and 
inspired by its expansive collections. 
It will be a place of collaboration, 
a mirror of its communities forever 
embedded in the contemporary 
identity of Greater Sydney and NSW. 

The Powerhouse is one of the 
oldest and most important cultural 
institutions in Sydney. This will  
be the sixth time that the Powerhouse 
has moved in response to the needs 
of a changing city. The current site 
at Powerhouse Ultimo has been 
identified as no longer meeting the 
standards required to showcase its 
vast collection of more than half  
a million objects. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Powerhouse acknowledges Australia’s First Nations 
Peoples as the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the 
land and gives respect to the Elders - past and present 
and through them to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples. 

Powerhouse Museum Smoking Ceremony 2019 
Photo: Syrenne Anu 
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PROJECT OVERVIEW 

Building a case for Parramatta 
Parramatta is growing at almost twice the pace of the 
rest of Australia, and by 2021 the population is expected 
to grow by 41,000 people. In the next 10 years, Western 
Sydney will be home to more than half of all Sydneysiders. 

Powerhouse Parramatta will be the first major NSW 
cultural institution to be based in Western Sydney, 
Parramatta, the geographical heart of Sydney. 

Project benefits 

Exhibitions and 
events 

Connecting the 
city with the 

river 

Largest cultural 
investment 

since the Sydney 
Opera House 

Activated 
public precinct 

New pedestrian 
and public 

transport links 

New 
employment 
opportunities 

Largest 
Museum 
in NSW 

Innovative Accommodation Dynamic programs Large scale Embedded 
science for regional and research immersive Indigenous 

programs students library experiences perspectives 

Residential and 

creative studios to 


live, work 

and learn
 

Extensive day and 
night program 
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

The following objectives are embedded in the project: 

� Create a world class new museum
� Allow more access to the Powerhouse Collection
� Support Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

connections and continuing practices in applied arts
and sciences

� Bring local and international visitors to western Sydney
� Flexible exhibition spaces that give greater access

to the Powerhouse’s iconic collection as well as
major public events, community events and
education programs

� Support the delivery of a dynamic and active
museum precinct

� Multiple entry points to encourage active connections
� Encourage pedestrian movement to the Parramatta

River foreshore
� Provide open public spaces that support gathering,

dwelling and cultural events
� Promote sustainable design principles
� Prioritise active and sustainable modes of transport.
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OVERVIEW 

Powerhouse Parramatta will be the largest investment in 
cultural infrastructure since the Sydney Opera House. 

It will also be the largest Museum in NSW. 

It will feature over 18,000 sqm of museum exhibition and 
public spaces which will vary in size, scale and offering. It will 
be more than just a museum - it will be a new cultural precinct 
for the whole community to enjoy. 

Powerhouse Parramatta will create an activated precinct which 
sets an international benchmark and supports the cultural and 
social diversity of the area now, and into the future. 

Mix of free 
and ticketed 
exhibitions 

More access to 
the Collection 

than ever before 

2 million visitors 
expected in 
the first year 

18,000 sqm 
of museum 

exhibition and 
public spaces 

Dynamic program 
of Australian and 
global exhibitions 
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CONNECTIVITY TO THE CITY AND BEYOND 

Powerhouse Parramatta aims to establish an integrated 
cultural precinct that connects the museum to Riverside 
Theatres, the open and public spaces of Parramatta, and 
the Parramatta North Heritage Core. 

To enhance the offerings and experiences of visitors to the 
museum, it is important to create a connected and vibrant 
city. With Eat Street nearby, and full access to the river 
frontage, the museum will be a cultural precinct which 
brings people together - whether to catch up with a friend, 
or to visit the changing exhibitions at the museum. 

Visitors will access the museum through active and public 
transport options including the Parramatta Rivercat, the 
future Parramatta Light Rail and Metro, and other transport 
hubs which link to walkable and rideable pathways. 

Completing the Civic Link 
connecting the city to the River 

The museum will connect to existing 
and future transport hubs 
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DYNAMIC EXHIBITION PROGRAMMING 

Powerhouse Parramatta will feature over 18,000 sqm of 
museum exhibition and public spaces which will vary 
in size, scale and offering. It will be more than just a 
museum - it will be a new cultural precinct for the whole 
community to enjoy. The flexibility of the seven exhibition 
spaces will give greater access to the Powerhouse’s 
iconic collection as well as major public events, 
community events and education programs. 

The main exhibition space will be of monumental scale, 
placing the museum as an international benchmark for 
cultural institutions. This space will support large-scale 
exhibitions and events and will open out to the public 
spaces along the riverfront. 

Another exhibition space will allow for a world first 
immersive exhibition experience. The space will house 
an ultra-high definition screen and projection technology 
on all surfaces. It will be totally flexible to allow for 
experiences in a range of seated and other configurations. 

The additional exhibition space of Powerhouse Parramatta 
will allow visitors more access to the Powerhouse 
Collection’s 500,000 objects, many of which are currently 
not on display to the public. 

Day and night 
program 

Indoor and 
outdoor 

exhibitions 

World first 
immersive 

exhibition space 

Concept rendering for Factory Manchester by OMA 
Source: OMA. For illustrative purposes only 
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HOW WE GOT HERE 

The Powerhouse is Australia’s contemporary museum for 
excellence and innovation in applied arts and sciences. 

Infrastructure NSW lodges a State 
Significant Development Application, 

2020 

1881 

2014 

1988 

2015 2016 2019 

2018 

The museum was established 
in 1881 in the Garden Palace 
which emerged from a 
history of 19th Century grand 
exhibition halls. 

The NSW Government announced the relocation 
of the Powerhouse Museum to Parramatta and 
published a business case summary. 

Parramatta, in the heart of Western Sydney, 
is entering a period of rapid growth. It was 
identified in the NSW Government’s ‘A Plan 
for Growing Sydney’ as the emerging second 
Central Business District, with social and 
cultural infrastructure the key to its success. 

Infrastructure NSW proposed a Parramatta 
Cultural Precinct and recommended the 
Powerhouse’s potential relocation to this precinct. 

The Powerhouse 
moves to its current 
location in Ultimo. 

further develops the design, 
completes technical studies and 
prepares an Environmental Impact 
Statement. Community consultation 
began in March and continues 
through the public exhibition of the 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

Powerhouse Parramatta 
was announced in 2015 and 
development started by 
Create Infrastructure NSW. 
This included a site selection 
assessment. The riverbank 
site in Parramatta was 
chosen as the preferred site 
for Powerhouse Parramatta 
because of its links to 
current and future transport, 
Parramatta CBD and to the 
Parramatta River. 

The NSW Government 
announced the site selection 
in 2016 and acquired the 
land. The NSW Government’s 
Cultural Infrastructure 
Strategy 2016 supports 
Powerhouse Parramatta 
as an opportunity to develop 
a vibrant creative and 
cultural precinct in the 
heart of Parramatta. 

A two-stage international 
design competition was held 
for Powerhouse Parramatta. 
The NSW Government 
announced the winning 
design by Moreau Kusunoki 
and Genton in December 
and project planning by 
Infrastructure NSW began 
shortly afterwards. 
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THE SITE 

The site for the new museum and precinct is located 
on a 2.5 hectare site toward the northern edge of 
Parramatta’s CBD on the southern riverbank of the 
Parramatta River. 

The site has extensive frontages to Phillip Street, 
Wilde Avenue and the Parramatta River. A small 
portion of the site extends along the foreshore of the 
Parramatta River to the west, close to the Lennox 
Street Bridge on Church Street. 

In 2016, the site was announced by the NSW 
Government and the land was acquired. 

Benefits 
� Close to existing and planned public transport services
� Intersects several key urban connections including

the Parramatta River foreshore, key roads through the
CBD and the proposed Civic Link

� Contributes to Parramatta’s developing culture and
arts precinct, complementing the Riverside Theatres
and Western Sydney Stadium.

THE SITE 
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TIMELINE AND NEXT STEPS
 

WE ARE 
HERE 
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