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Norma Parker Centre  
(Site of Roman Catholic Orphan School and Parramatta Industrial School for Girls)

Five heritage buildings, perimeter and compound walls and 
the Fleet Street palisade fence are being repaired to make 
them structurally sound and watertight.  The repairs ensure 
that further deterioration is avoided while future uses are 
determined.

Works are being carried out from mid-2016 to early-2018 
in accordance with approvals obtained under requirements 
of the Heritage Act 1977. Repairs include removal of 
intrusive and damaging vegetation, removal of some later 
additions, underpinning of walls, and repairs to structural 
roof timbers, windows, doors and walls.

Main Building (1843-1882) Laundry Building (1882-1910)

Rebuilding damaged laundry wallMain building roof with stonemason

The damaged roofing slate is being replaced with new welsh 
slate. Chimneys have been partially dismantled and rebuilt. 
Intrusive c1980s additions have been removed. Roof trusses 
have been repaired, and years of paint layers are being removed. 
The front balconies have been stripped of paint and rust; in 
preparation for a new protective paint finish. Repairs to the 
cast iron floor plates are underway. Windows and external 
doors will be repaired and re-painted and missing finials re-
instated. Underpinning is underway, preceded by archaeological 
investigations that uncovered numerous historical artefacts 
associated with the Orphan School and early years of the 
Parramatta Industrial School for Girls.

The building has suffered damage from several mature trees 
that had grown out of the west wall, causing damage to the 
brickwork. Many of the roof timbers and the roof lanterns 
were in poor condition. Works include removal of damaging 
vegetation, removal of damaged slate roof, repairs to the 
roof lantern timbers and glazing, cleaning and re-pointing of 
brickwork, rebuilding the boiler room and cleaning back of the 
exterior of the louvres. Repairs to the roof lanterns allows for the 
new slate roof to be installed, using welsh slate. Repairs to the 
external brickwork and sandstone walls, windows and doors will 
progressively occur.
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Cumberland Hospital (East Campus) 
(Site of Parramatta Female Factory, Lunatic Asylum, Hospital for the Insane, and Psychiatric Centre)

Former Dining/Bath/Boiler Room (c1882-1930s)
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Palisade Fence (1860-1864) and Compound Wall (1887)

Cricket Pavilion (1870s-1880s)

Recreation Hall and Chapel (1886-1892)

The southern gable addition has been affected by subsidence.  
Repairs have been preceded by archaeological investigations 
to better understand the archaeological remnants of the earlier 
Female Factory buildings. Works include replacement of the 
slate roof, repairs to the timber roof structure, windows, doors 
and sandstone walls, and reconstruction of the roof lantern. The 
southern gable addition, south entry porch and dilapidated wall 
associated with the ‘ha ha’ will be re-built.

Originally constructed as a shelter shed for the Male Asylum, 
the pavilion was rebuilt c1933 when the timber posts and 
shingles were replaced by masonry posts and corrugated metal 
roof sheeting. The Roman numerals on the roof timbers are 
evidence of dismantling and rebuilding. Leaning concrete posts 
were re-instated. Repairs to the roof structure are underway. The 
replacement roof will be installed and concrete pavers re-laid.

Originally constructed as an ‘Amusement Hall’ for the Hospital, it is 
believed the footings were constructed with help of patients using 
stone salvaged from the site. The building was modified c1967 
with additional facilities, a suspended ceiling and the tops of the 
arched windows bricked-in. Underpinning has been completed. 
Removal of the infill to the tops of the windows has finished. Repairs 
to the timber-framed louvred fleche and metal roof vents are being 
undertaken. Replacement roof sheeting, repairs to the timber roof 
elements, windows, doors and brickwork will be completed.  

The palisade fence has been damaged by tree roots. Some pickets 
and rails have been lost. The fence will be rebuilt to remove tree 
roots and ensure it is structurally sound. The steel pickets will be 
repaired and repainted. A section of the compound wall adjoining the 
‘Southwest Range’ has subsided. Works will underpin the wall and 
excavation will be monitored by archaeologists.

Future repairs are proposed on the Mental Health Sciences Building (c1910). It has been damaged by subsidence from its siting on the 
‘moat’ of the Female Factory. Repairs include underpinning preceded by archaeological testing to ensure remains of the moat are not 
impacted. Other repairs include replacement of the slate roof, repairs to the dormers, chimneys, walls, porticos, windows and doors, and 
roof lantern.


